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1 | WELCOME

Greetings in the name of Christ from the people
of Saint Margaret’s Episcopal Church!

Welcome to the profile of our worshiping community. Our prayer is that as you read this over-
view of our parish, you will listen for God’s voice and join us in praying for wisdom and
discernment in our search for a rector.

If you are discerning a call to serve as our next rector, welcome!

If you may know someone who possesses the right gifts, talents
and personality to lead this parish, welcome!

If you are part of our community, eager to read through these
pages to learn more about the search process, welcome!

St. Margaret’s is poised for growth. We have a talented and committed faith community that
supports local and international outreach, an excellent physical facility with a worship hall
and a well-equipped parish center for parish functions, and a perfect location in the most
active area of growth in the robust college community of Lawrence, Kansas.

From our groundbreaking in 1996, the priests, deacons, and lay people of St. Margaret’s have
understood that the calling of our faith community is to be an outpost for bringing Christ’s
light, love, and hope to those searching for spiritual growth in a welcoming place of worship.
As a result, we have always done things a little differently here. We delight in our Episcopal
heritage and liturgies while being passionate about retaining our openness to innovative ways
of developing followers of Jesus.

In a casual and welcoming atmosphere, we offer an early traditional service followed by a ser-
vice known for its contemporary expressions of worship. Both services have provided an open
communion table since our inception. In this profile, you will read not only where we come
from and who we are but also our visionfor the future articulated through our recent survey.

God is doing great things here, and we are waiting
for God’s choice as rector to join us!



d and neighbor.

e aspire to be a flourishing and faithful Christian community, belonging to each other
d to God.

Values

Receiving God’s Grace | We cannot pass on what we have not first received. That which com-
pels everything we do must be first and foremost the grace of God available to us in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We want our community to be thoroughly seasoned by God’s
grace, such that together we are a people marked by forgiveness, compassion, mercy, and
hope, loving people wherever they are at.

Knowing Our Story | Philosopher Alasdair Maclntyre once wrote “I can only answer the ques-
tion ‘What am | to do?’ if | can answer the prior question ‘Of what story or stories do | find
myself a part?”” Each person and each community has a story, and one of life’s great chal-
lenges is discerning how our stories fit into the grand story of God-the narrative of redemp-
tion revealed to us in God’s Word, which is what ultimately grounds us as a community.

St. Margaret’s loves Scripture and we love stories — ours and yours.

Pursuing Christ’s Mission | Church is never supposed to be static. We are to be a people on
the move, confident in who we are and where we are going. Christ left us with a mission to
make disciples — promising to be with us to the end of the age — and we are committed to
making that mission a reality.

Belonging & Reconciliation | More than just feeling welcome, humans desire to belong.

We desire to belong to God and to each other, even in a world riven by difference and fear.

St. Margaret’s wants to be a refuge for all people, especially the marginalized, oppressed,

and overlooked, where the world sees what God can do with a community focused on belong-
ing and reconciliation.

Transformative Discipleship | Jesus promises to all those that follow him that his burden is
easy and that his yoke is light. Paradoxical as it might seem, it’s the discipleship of Jesus that
can actually set a human being free — free to be that which God is calling them to be.

Practicing Hospitality | Hospitality is one of the central messages in all of Scripture. Hospital-
ity is that process that turns estrangement into reconciliation, alienation into relationship.

St. Margaret’s strives to be community of authentic hospitality practiced in the name of
Christ: opening our doors, serving our community, reaching out our hands in love.

Embracing Sabbath | One of the rarest words one can hear these days is “enough.” And that’s
what Sabbath is all about. It's about having enough. We are a tired and weary people, living

in a world that tries to convince us that we need more of whatever it is we're seeking.

St. Margaret’s wants to be a place of rest — the type of rest that enables us to live abundantly,
to give generously, and to be able to intentionally stop and offer thanks for the unceasing
goodness of God.
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“I Love that we are a family...

We welcome newcomers and
make them part of us as soon as they
arc ready. I've been a member of
St. Margaret’s for more than 24 years
and am happy to be here.”

History of St. Margaret’s

In 1987, Bishop Richard Grein challenged Trinity Episcopal Church, Lawrence, Kansas, to
consider developing a second parish on the west side of Lawrence. In the summer of 1989,
The Reverend Mark Clevenger and several members of Trinity Episcopal Church began calling
homes in this area, inviting people to explore this new parish.

By January 1990, small groups of people began meeting in homes and eventually moved to
Brandon Woods Retirement Community. In June 1990, the first Sunday worship took place at
the proposed church site, and those present voted to name the new congregation after Saint
Margaret of Scotland, a patron saint of families and education.
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Volunteers then conducted a telethon to generate interest in St. Margaret’s, and on the sec-
ond Sunday of September 1990, the new congregation held its first formal worship service at
Quail Run School with almost 300 people attending.

In December 1995, St. Margaret’s received a gift of land on west Sixth Street and began
making plans to build a new worship center. The parish broke ground in May 1996. In the fall
of 1997, the diocese approved the articles of incorporation and formally recognized Saint
Margaret’s Episcopal Church as a self-supporting parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas.
The worship center was completed and dedicated in November 1997.

In November 2004 the Vestry approved construction of a second building on the campus to
meet the needs of children, youth, parish fellowship and adult education, and in May 2006,
the Parish Center was dedicated for use by the parish.

During the next few years the parish experienced both highs and lows but the members of
the parish remained the dedicated, caring and faithful Christians that have always character-
ized St. Margaret’s. In 2019 we called Father Marco Serrano as our rector. Father Marco and
the parish were faced with the challenges of the pandemic. We established an online pres-
ence, held parking lot services, and retained both our membership and our financial support.
We gained new young families and came out of the pandemic with renewed excitement and
commitment.

In the late fall of 2022, Father Marco, the Junior Warden and the incoming Senior Warden met
with Bishop Bascom and other officials of the diocese to discuss a plan to retire the debt to
the diocese the parish incurred for the construction of its two buildings. The parties agreed
that St. Margaret’s would commence a campaign to raise funds to retire the debt. The dio-
cese agreed that it would match each dollar the parish pledged and collected. In early 2023
the vestry authorized the “Next Dream Campaign.” At the conclusion of the campaign the
parishioners had pledged over $700,000, payable over a three-year period. This amount when
matched by the diocese is more than enough to retire the debt.

Today’s parish is a diverse and excited congregation that loves the church and is open to
new ideas and willingly volunteers to help wherever help is needed. Visitors comment on the
energy and vitality that they see and feel.

“ Love St. Margaret's because
it's a place where I am loved &
feel I belong — where scripture
is explained and prayers are
frequent & powerful”

HISTORY | 4



5 | WORSHIP

Worship at
St. Margaret’s Episcopal

Church

St. Margaret’s nave has an open and contemporary feel with chairs oriented into
pew-like rows. The main doors open directly onto the nave without a discrete
narthex. We pass the baptismal font as we make our way into the nave and some
cross themselves with the holy water contained within. The chancel/sanctuary
is open with neither communion nor chancel rails. Parishioners have a variety of
personal practices of piety, but the congregation rarely kneels.

Greeters welcome worshipers and serve as ushers. Vested presiders officiate with
the support of vested acolytes. Lectors read from an ambo and Eucharistic Min-
isters join the altar party for the distribution of Communion without vestments.
We receive communion at stations in the crossing and a member of our Prayer
Team offers individuals private prayer during communion.

Children are welcome in our worship and encouraged to be themselves.




8am: Rite |

15-20 worshipers

Quiet and spacious without music

The congregation uses physical Books of Common Prayer
10am: Rite Il with some EOW

100-110 worshipers

Music mixes Contemporary selections with the 1982 Hymnal and is supported by a staff
musician with a parishioner band: 3-5 vocalists, piano, guitar, bass and drums.

While Books of Common Prayer are available, most of the congregation follows the
service on one of two HD televisions. Our tech team streams the service to YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/@saintmargarets) and supports worship monitoring the
soundboard and worship slides.

Most Sundays Children attend a Godly Play lesson during the Ministry of the Word,
rejoining corporate worship at the Peace.

“Community at St. Margaret’s
is focused on celebration,
remembrance, service,
and communion.”
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7 | CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

St. Margaret’s cares deeply about the spiritual growth and education of our children
and youth. We offer a variety of educational programming for our youngest members
year round. The Lenten Pen Pal Program is widely appreciated among the congrega-
tion. All children and youth from ages 3-18 are paired with an adult in the church
who sends them one letter a week throughout the season of Lent. This allows the
children to get to know and interact with different adults in the congregation each
year. Recently a visitor to Saint Margaret’s remarked that they were touched by how
they observed children interacting with those from other generations before and
after the service. These relationships are often a direct result of the Pen Pal Program.
In 2024 we will create more opportunities for the Pen Pals to interact so we can con-
tinue to strengthen these intergenerational friendships.

Our Shrove Tuesday and Easter Egg hunt would not be
possible without our incredibly helpful youth volunteers
who are skilled at mixing up pancakes and finding truly
creative ways to hide Easter eggs. The congregation also
enjoyed a Fall Fest which included a chili contest, bounce
house, and pumpkin decorating. The Community Life
Committee provides an incredible amount of support for
most of our events, for which we are all thankful.




In the Fall of 2022 we began inviting preschoolers into the nursery to have their own
lesson during children’s chapel. Each week the preschoolers enjoy music, a Bible
story, crafts, and snacks. The preschool children enjoy being leaders for the 0-2 year-
olds, playing with them and encouraging them to participate in the lesson. Saint Mar-
garet’s newly re-decorated nursery is a welcoming and safe space. We are blessed

to have many people who poured their time and talents into creating this wonderful
space for our youngest church members.

Youth and Children’s Formation Classes are available when Adult Formation classes
meet. Godly Play is a Montessori-inspired curriculum used during the school year
for children’s chapel time. The routine for each Sunday morning includes a greeting,
changing the church calendar, a Godly Play story, and “feast” time in which we share
a small snack. A skilled children’s staff thoughtfully leads our programming year-
round, and committed volunteers make it all possible.

The Saint Margaret’s Playgroup meets monthly. This is a great opportunity for parents
to socialize and for kids to play. Family Ministries also coordinates meal trains for new
parents. We are looking forward to expanding these services to provide more support
and socialization opportunities in 2024.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES | 8
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[Lawrence

COMMUNITY

Welcome to our town of Lawrence, located in the hills of Northeast Kansas along the banks
of the Kansas (Kaw) and Wakarusa Rivers, where God paints the sky each day with beautiful
sunrises and sunsets. Lawrence is situated about 40 miles west of Kansas City and 20 miles
east of Topeka. Approximately 100,000 persons live in Lawrence, making it the sixth largest
city in Kansas. Kansas City International Airport is located approximately one hour away and
is a Midwestern hub for national and international travel.

History

Charles Robinson, who later served as governor of Kansas, founded Lawrence in 1854 for the
New England Emigrant Aid Company. The city was named after Amos Adams Lawrence,

a prominent politician and antislavery partisan.

In the bleeding Kansas era, Lawrence was a center of anti-slavery sentiment. On May 21,
1856, a pro-slavery posse burned the Free State Hotel, destroyed the equipment of the
anti-slavery newspapers, and looted several other businesses in an attack known as the
“Sack of Lawrence.” On August 21, 1863, Confederate guerrillas led by William Quantrill burned
many of the houses and most of the commercial buildings in Lawrence and Killed 150 - 200 of
the men they found, an event known as “Quantrill’s Raid.”

Demographics
The population of Lawrence has grown steadily in the last twenty years, maintaining that
small-town, historic feel while offering its residents everything they need in one community.

St. Margaret’s is located in the area of northwest Lawrence most near the city quadrant of
6th Street and Wakarusa. This quadrant has the fourth largest area (out of 17 quadrants) of
Community Commercial Centers (retail space) and is the fastest

growing residential and commercial area of Lawrence.

“I Love the warmth, the joy,
and the community.
This is a parish that loves the
Lord, and it shows!”

LAWRENCE COMMUNITY | 10



Two new major community and economic developments are:
Sports Pavilion Lawrence is Lawrence’s newly constructed $24 million, 181,000-square-foot
public recreation center located in Rock Chalk Park, an area of approximately 89 acres.

LMH Health has constructed a $93 million outpatient medical building in west Lawrence
directly south of Rock Chalk Park. The approximately 200,000-square-foot facility includes
an enlarged Lawrence Surgery Center, an orthopedic center, therapy, and multiple medical
offices.

Climate

Lawrence enjoys the richness and variety of four seasons. The days are mostly sunny with
average high temperatures of 85-95 degrees in the summer and average low temperatures
of 20-30 degrees in the winter. Winter arrives in mid-November and spring thaws occur in
March/April. The winter snowfall median is 10 inches with a snow depth of at least one inch.

Education

High educational standards are driven by a community where 50% of its residents hold bach-
elor’s degrees or higher. The Lawrence Public Schools district includes twelve elementary
schools, four junior high schools, and two high schools.

Private schools include Bishop Seabury Academy (grades 6 — 12), which is affiliated with the
Episcopal Church, and Veritas Christian School (K —12), a non- denominational school. There
are two schools funded by the Catholic communities: St. John’s Catholic School and Corpus
Christi School. There are numerous private Montessori schools in Lawrence ranging from
preschool to 7th grade.

The University of Kansas is the largest public university in the state with a total enrollment of
nearly 29K including the University of Kansas Medical School, School of Nursing and School of
Allied Health located at the Kansas City campus. The University of Kansas has more than 400
degree and certificate programs and is home to the nationally recognized Kansas Jayhawks
athletics programs.

Haskell Indian Nations University offers free tuition to members of registered Native American
tribes and has an average enrollment of more than 1,000 students. The University offers four-
year Bachelor of Arts and Sciences degrees and two-year Associate Degrees.

Health

Lawrence Memorial Health (LMH), a community not-for-profit health system, provides health
care in Lawrence and its surrounding communities. The hospital is accredited by The Joint
Commission (TJC), who also recognized LMH with Advanced Certification for Stroke, Certifica-
tion for Chest Pain, and as a Pioneer Quality Data Contributor.

Currently, LMH Health includes a 174-bed hospital in Lawrence, Kansas, as well as a strong
network of clinics throughout the area, including primary care, specialists, and therapy
services.

There are 273 physicians on staff at LMH Health, including 55 primary care physicians and

over 100 specialists who practice in multiple areas such as cardiology, endocrinology, neurol-
ogy, obstetrics and gynecology, oncology, orthopedics and pulmonology.

11 | LAWRENCE COMMUNITY



Culture/interesting Places to Visit

The city is known for a thriving music and art scene. The Lawrence
Arts Center sponsors activities and classes for all ages, organized
plays, and an art gallery filled with artwork created by local and in-
ternational artists. Theater Lawrence has popular shows, acted and
directed by local talent.

Additional local attractions include the Downtown Farmer’s Market,
Watkins Museum of History, Baker Wetlands and Discovery Center,
miles of biking and walking paths, the Busker Festival and Free
State Festival, and Civil War history sites. Clinton Lake is three miles
southwest of Lawrence with opportunities for water recreation.

Located in historical downtown Lawrence, Massachusetts Street,
referred to by locals as Mass street, is a popular shopping and
social hub of the city and is filled with restaurants, galleries, shops,
and musical venues.

The University of Kansas is home to many museums, including the
KU Natural History Museum, Spencer Museum of Art, Booth Family
Hall of Athletics, and The Debruce Center, which is home to
Naismith’s original rules of “basketball.” The Robert J. Dole Institute
of Politics houses various displays from the life of the former Kansas
Senator and frequently hosts well- known political speakers.

The Lied Center is well known for a wide variety of entertainment
from ballet and classical music to plays, comedy, and contemporary
music. Haskell Indian Nations University is the home of the Ameri-
can Indian Athletic Hall of Fame and the Haskell Cultural Center.

Sports

Along with elementary, junior high, and high school programs,
Lawrence offers a wide variety of community-based sports oppor-
tunities. Lawrence Parks and Recreation Department offers various
team, sports, dance, fitness, and water activities. Several popular
golf courses are in the area.

“We arc home to the
University of Kansas Jayhawks

& 50,000 kids who need to

be loved and prayed for”

Lawrence Information
lawrencechamber.com
lawrenceks.org
visitlawrence.com

Public Schools
usd497.org

Private Schools
SeaburyAcademy.org
VeritasChristianSchool.org
SJEvangelist.com/school
CCCParish.org/school
RaintreeMontessori.org
PrairieMoon.org
CenturySchool.org

LMH Health
Imh.org

Downtown
DowntownlLawrence.com

KU Museums/Culture
ku.edu
spencerart.ku.edu
lied.ku.edu

Haskell Indian
Nations University
haskell.edu

KU Sports
kusports.com
kuathletics.cstv.com

Parks & Recreation
lawrenceks.org/Iprd

Clinton Lake
www.nwk.usace.army.mil
clintonmarina.com
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Outreach Ministries

2072, 0UTREACH

& ‘_Cf‘E}MMITTEE SUPPORT
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FAMILY PROMISE MISSION NEPAL
LAWRENCE Y
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY ANGEL TREE
TRINITY FOOD PANTRY u STITCH A PRAYER

L.I.N.K.

St. Margaret’s volunteers prepared and served lunches at First Christian Church multiple
times throughout the year for Lawrence Interdenominational Nutrition Kitchen.

FAMILY PROMISE

St. Margaret’s once again opened their doors to families experiencing houselessness. After

a hiatus due to COVID and other factors, we hosted several families through Family Promise.
Congregation members worked together to get the Parish Hall ready for families, and provid-
ed food, snacks, and company to the families.

TRINITY FOOD PANTRY

St. Margaret’s is one of five congregations that provide donations to the Trinity Food Pantry,
based at Trinity Episcopal Church. In 2023 we continued the tradition of hosting the annu-
al Pantry Power event where we donated huge (trucks and SUV loads) amounts of food and
paper ware.

“ Love St. Margaret’s because of
the fellowship of the parishioners
and their commitment to
community services.”
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KANSAS TO KENYA (K2K)

St Margaret’s continues to support the Kansas to Kenya (K2K) medical mission. K2K is a Dio-
cese-based mission focused on supporting the international Sustainable Development Goals.

The Community Team focuses on Agatha’s Amani House, a safe-house for women who are
victims of domestic violence. Historically they funded 2 very active libraries in Nakuru and
Maai Mahiu. Ongoing support is also provided for Karati School for developmentally disabled
children and adults.

The Medical Team provides internal medicine, family medicine, and dental clinics for 3 - 4
sites each year. Working closely with our Kenyan medical partners, they treat thousands of
patients each year providing free visits, diagnostics, treatment, and medications. This team
in concert with pharmacy faculty from the University of Kansas and University of Nairobi
developed a now widely accepted certificate program teaching pharmacists in Kenya how to
administer vaccinations. They also sponsor 2 Kenyan pharmacy students for intern rotations
in the U.S. each year.

St Margaret’s is a wonderful host for the primary fundraiser the K2K Medical Team each year
in April, which supports fielding 2-3 teams each year.

BACKSNACK PROGRAM

The BackSnack program provides a weekly backpack filled with nutritious child friendly food
for hungry elementary age schoolchildren to take home over the weekend. BackSnack is a
partnership between Harvesters Food Bank, St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church and Trinity
Episcopal Church.

MISSION TO NEPAL

Karin Feltman has lived and worked in Nepal since 2014. She is a registered nurse whose
focus is human trafficking prevention, vulnerability mitigation, and girl's/women’s health
initiatives. Karin splits her time between Kathmandu and a remote village 9 miles from the
border of Tibet.

When in Kathmandu, Karin does bible study and mentoring at a local girls’ safe home, as well
as serves on the leadership team of an anti-trafficking prayer and networking group.

In the village, Karin operates a women’s sewing center that employs 10 women. They sew
washable, reusable sanitary pad kits that they distribute for free to the girls in the local
schools so that they can attend school every day. They also provide basic women’s health
education to all girls and boys class 6 and above to
help dispel myths and taboos surrounding men-
struation. The women also make handicrafts, work-
ing toward sustainability. This program provides
much-needed opportunity and income for the women
in the sewing group, allowing them to support their
families while remaining in their communities.

Mission to Nepal also supports a scholarship program
in 2 remote villages, providing funds for 90 at-risk
(for exploitation) children to attend school. This pro-
gram now includes higher education, as well, with 6
children studying in Bachelor’s programs.

OUTREACH MINISTRIES | 14




Financials

per 2024 Annual Report

15 | FINANCIALS

REVENUE 2018 2019 2020*
HISTORY $ 278,636 S 310,098 $ 367,548 S

2021

318,004 $

Annual Revenue

$400,000

$350,000

2021

2022
328996 $

2022

*2020 included COVID related PPP funds

Actual
2021
Pledge S 269,518
Plate S 39,214
Event S 2,080
Other S 7,192
Endowment
Total Revenue S 318,004
Admin S 16,782
Bldg & Grounds S 49,385
Parish Growth/Evangelism S 6,233
Faith Formation S 33
Worship S 2,878
Apportionment S 45,300
Salaries S 170,610
Mortgage Interest S 31,066
Total Expense S 322,287
$ (4,283

Actual

w

“vnnnn v nn

$

2022
280,585
47,361
1,050

wvr N nnn

328,996

wn

15,109
62,653
5,013
542
9,977
48,684
173,174
33,085

RV Vo Vs Y Y R Y R R 2

348,237 S

(19,241) $

Actual

2023
294,225
30,378
6,670
14,256
20,000

365,529

12,075
65,719
4,851
2,753
4,182
50,688
202,691
35,234

378,193

(12,664)

Operating Summary Only - excludes capital expenses and depreciation

wn

RV VR Vs RV RV RV IR VR 728

2023
365,529

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000
S-

2018 2019 2020*

2023

2024
280,000
30,000
7,500
5,250
23,000

345,750

11,340
73,150
6,200
3,000
5,250
52,880
164,304
29,631

345,755

(5)



Campus

St. Margaret’s campus in conveniently located in the rapidly growing area of north-
west Lawrence, Kansas. Near major highways and a large residential community,

St. Margaret’s, with its unique architectural style, stands out against the gently rolling
hills and beautiful sunsets of northeastern Kansas. The simplicity of the Worship
Center creates a worship space where the presence of the Holy Spirit centers our
worship. The Worship Center houses the worship space, classrooms, office space and
a small kitchen. The Parish Center houses a small worship space/activity center,
commercial kitchen facilities, offices, and additional classrooms. Spacious parking
areas and a children’s playground make St. Margaret’s campus a special place to

be for worship and fellowship.

St. Margaret's
Church

CAMPUS | 16



The Diocese

OF KANSAS

The Episcopal Diocese of Kansas includes more than 10,000 people worshiping in 44 congre-
gations throughout the eastern portion of the state of Kansas. Parishes range in size from
2,200 members to small congregations in urban, suburban, small town, and rural areas of the
Sunflower State. The Diocese was founded in 1859, preceding Kansas statehood by two years.
The Diocese stands in the center of the United States and also within the broad center of the
Episcopal Church. Parishes may be high church or more evangelical, but all are in the broad
middle of faithful Episcopalians who seek to be faithful followers of our Lord.

Rev. Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, D.Min., from the Diocese of lowa, was elected in October
2018 as the 10th bishop to lead the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas. She is the first woman to be
elected bishop since the diocese was formed in 1859.

“Praying together to God in Fellowships
brings comfort and ‘lifts me up.
Attending groups, adult forums &
other opportunities gives guidance,
strength and support.”
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“ Love how St. Margaret’s embraces my
whole family. The children’s ministry
keeps my kids engaged and they take
care of me as a parent with thought
ful questions & feedback. Worship is
thoughtful in its music selection and
its liturgy. | have grown in my faith
formation through the preaching and
adult formation topics.”

APPLICATIONS

We welcome nominations for candidates (nominators must
have the consent of the person they are nominating).
Please supply accurate contact information.

For more information or to apply for the position of rector at
St. Margaret’s, send an email with an up-to-date resume and

Office of Transition Ministry (OTM) portfolio,
plus a cover letter, to the Canon of the Ordinary by email:

The Rev. Patrick Funston
Canon to the Ordinary
apfunston@episcopal-ks.org
(785) 706-1223
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